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TARIFF ACTION MEMORANDUM 
 

 Date:          April 15, 20211 
File No.:   TA344-13 
 

 Date Filed: March 2, 2021 
 Statutory End Date: April 16, 2021 
      

 
Utility:   Golden Valley Electric Association, Inc.   
Description: Rule 8 – Service Connections Revisions  
 
Synopsis of Filing: 
Golden Valley Electric Association, Inc. (GVEA) seeks to revise it service connection rules 
of its tariff. 
 
Tariff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends the Commission approve Tariff Sheet Nos. 2.1, 22, 23, 23.1, 23.2, and 
23.3 filed on March 2, 2021, effective April 16, 2021 as shown on the side-by-side tariff 
sheets attached as Exhibit JOL-1. 
 
Reason(s) for the above-indicated recommendation:  See attached memorandum. 

 
 
Signed:   Title:  Utility Engineering Analyst   

James “Jay” Layne 
 

Commission decision regarding this recommendation: 
 

 
Date (if different 
from 04/15/21) I CONCUR 

I DO NOT 
CONCUR 

I WILL WRITE A 
DISSENTING 
STATEMENT* 

 
Pickett 

 
_____________ 

 
____________ 

 
_____________ 

 
_____________ 

 
Kurber II 

 
_____________ 

 
____________ 

 
_____________ 

 
_____________ 

 
Scott 

 
_____________ 

 
____________ 

 
_____________ 

 
_____________ 

 
Sullivan 

 
_____________ 

 
____________ 

 
_____________ 

 
_____________ 

 
Wilson 

 
_____________ 

 
____________ 

 
_____________ 

 
_____________ 

  
*If this column is initialed, Staff will contact the Commissioner for the statement; otherwise, the dissent will simply be 

noted at the close of the By Direction letter or order. 

 
1 Staff signed the memorandum on April 13, 2021. 
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STATE OF ALASKA 
The Regulatory Commission of Alaska 

701 West 8th Ave., Suite 300 
Anchorage, Alaska  99501-3469 

 
M E M O R A N D U M  

 
To: Robert M. Pickett, Chairman    Date: April 15, 20212 
 Keith Kurber II  
 Antony Scott 
 Daniel A. Sullivan 
 Janis W. Wilson 
 
 
From: Jay Layne, Utility Engineering Analyst 
 
Subject: TA344-13, Golden Valley Electric Association  

Service Connection Revisions 
 

STATEMENT OF CASE 
 
Golden Valley Electric Association, Inc. (GVEA) seeks to revise it service connection rules 
of its tariff. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends the Commission approve Tariff Sheet Nos. 2.1, 22, 23, 23.1, 23.2, and 
23.3 filed on March 2, 2021, effective April 16, 2021 as shown on the side-by-side tariff 
sheets attached as Exhibit JOL-1. 
 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 
On March 2, 2021, GVEA filed TA344-13 to revise its Rule 8 - Service Connections 
section of its tariff.3  Public notice was issued on March 4, 2021, with a closing date of 
April 5, 2021.4  No public comments were received.   
 

ANALYSIS 
 

Staff reviews proposed tariff sheets to ensure the stated text is easily understood, and 
the tariff provisions clearly and comprehensively describe and address the situation to 
which the tariff provision applies.  Staff reviews the proposed tariff language for 

 
2 Staff signed the Tariff Action Memorandum on April 13, 2021. 
3 Golden Valley Electric Association –Rule 8 Revision, filed March 2, 2021 (TA Filing). 
4 Public Notice for Golden Valley Electric Association, Inc. issued March 4, 2021. 
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consistency with the Commission regulations and industry standards.  When approving 
the tariff filing, the Commission must be assured that rates and services are just, 
reasonable, and non-discriminatory.5   
 
GVEA filed this tariff advice in compliance with 3 AAC 48.200 – 3 AAC 48.430.6  Staff 
also confirmed the proposed tariff sheets are compliant with 3 AAC 48.330, 3 AAC 48.340, 
3 AAC 48.360(g)7 and 3 AAC 50.910(d).8 
 

Proposed Revisions 
 
Since 2015, GVEA has been involved in an extensive project to update and modernize it 
tariff.  This filing is the eighteenth in a series of filing that will ultimately be incorporated 
into GVEA’s Electric Operating Tariff No. 2.9  This filing revises Rule 8 – Service 
Connections, which has not been updated since GVEA’s original tariff filing in 1977.   
 
A majority of the proposed tariff revisions include numerous textual, section title, and other 
organizational-type changes.  In addtion to the housekeeping-type revisions, GVEA has 
added language to two subsections under Rule 8 – Service Connections: Rule 8.01 – 
General Requirements and Rule 8.08 – Underground Locate Service. 
 
Section 8.01 contains new language intended to bring the tariff into conformity with the 
Alaska Administrative Code (AAC). GVEA adds language stating that any requirement 
for a Member to make a payment under Rule 8 shall be in writing, this addition reflects 
language found in 3 AAC 52.455(b). GVEA also adds language that reminds the Member 
that GVEA has the right to conduct reasonable inspections, charge applicable inspection 
fees, and may inspect a Member-constructed service connection for conformance with  
state and GVEA requirement, this addition reflects language found in 3 AAC 52.455(e)(1) 
and Rule 5.03 of GVEA’s tariff.10  The proposed language is consistent with applicable 
AAC and existing tariff sections and adds clarity to the section therefore Staff 
recommends the Commission approve this new language.  
 
Section 8.08 addresses GVEA’s Underground Service Locate policy.  GVEA is a member 
of the 811 Alaska Digline, Inc, which is an certialized pre-excavation messaging center 

 
5 See AS 42.05.411, New or Revised Tariffs, AS 42.05.291, Standards of Service and Facilities, AS 
42.05.301, Discrimination in Service, AS 42.05.391, Discrimination in Rates, and AS 42.05.381, Rates to 
be Just and Reasonable. 
6 See 3 AAC 48.200-430, Utility and Pipeline Tariffs. 
7 3 AAC 48.330 provides for the format of the tariff sheets. 3 AAC 48.340 provides for the designation of 
the tariff sheets. 3 AAC 48.360(g) governs the symbols used to indicate the purpose and effect of text 
revisions on a tariff sheet. 
8 3 AAC 50.910(d) requires the tariff sheet to state the number of kilowatts equivalent to 1.5 percent of the 
electric utility’s average retail demand for the previous calendar year and the total nameplate capacity of 
net metering participants. 
9 TA Filing, at 2. 
10 GVEA Tariff Rule 5 – Technical Provisions and Standards of Electric Service.  Rule 5.03 – Inspection. 
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between ecavators and undergournd utility facility owners.  811 Alaska Digline enables 
the public, contractors, utilities and other excavtors to notify underground facility owners 
of planned digging activites with one call.  The added languge to Section 8.08 is not a 
replacement of the 811 Alaska Digline service but a summary of applicable state statutes 
regarding underground utility facitlies and excavation requirements. 
 
GVEA’s added language in Section 8.08 - Underground Service Locate is modeled to 
follow the applicable provisions of AS 42.30.400 – AS 42.30.490 and modified for GVEA’s 
current business practices.  GVEA has summaized the following state law sections and 
has incorported them into their tariff: 
 

Sec. 42.30.400. Excavator's notice of proposed excavation. 
Sec. 42.30.410. Operator's response to request to locate; immunity related to 
unmarked or inaccurately marked facilities. 
Sec. 42.30.420. Responsibility of construction project owners. 
Sec. 42.30.430. Obligations concerning the conduct of excavations. 
Sec. 42.30.440. Penalties; injunctive relief. 
Sec. 42.30.450. Waiver of requirements by written agreement. 
Sec. 42.30.460. Underground facility owner. 
Sec. 42.30.490. Definitions. 

 
The proposed language regarding underground service locates is consistent with Alaska 
statute, its tariff and provides Members a summary of excavation laws regarding 
underground utility facilities therefore Staff recommends the Commission approve this 
new language.  
 

CONCLUSION 
 
With TA344-13, GVEA continues its quest to update and modernize its tariff one rule a 
time.  This filing is the 18th in a series of filing that began in 2015.  TA344-13 has several 
grammar/text revisions and adds language to its Rule 8 – Service Connections that is 
consist with other sections of its tariff and Alaska law.  Staff agrees with GVEA’s proposal 
and therefore recommends the Commission approve Tariff Sheet Nos. 2.1, 22, 23, 23.1, 
23.2, and 23.3 filed on March 2, 2021, effective April 16, 2021. 

Signature:

Email:

Signature:

Email:

Signature:

Email:

Signature:

Email:

Signature:

Email:

bob.pickett@alaska.gov

Keith Kurber II (Apr 15, 2021 09:29 AKDT)
Keith Kurber II
keith.kurber@alaska.gov

antony.scott@alaska.gov

Daniel Sullivan (Apr 15, 2021 10:33 AKDT)
Daniel Sullivan

daniel.sullivan@alaska.gov

Janis W. Wilson (Apr 15, 2021 16:33 AKDT)
Janis W. Wilson
janis.wilson@alaska.gov
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